[Leiomyosarcoma of the small intestines: case reports].
Intestinal malignant neoplasms are extremely rare (1% of all solid tumours) and leiomyosarcomas represent 20% of them. The authors report the experience of 5 cases (M:F ratio = 0.6), aged 30-69 yrs old, treated in the period 1985-95. The best results have been obtained in 2 cases, characterized by low grading and submitted to curative resections. The others presented local and distant (mostly hepatic) extensions with a poorer prognosis (1-3 yrs. survival). Leiomyosarcomas are particularly binding because of their rarity and aspecific symptomatology, determining late diagnosis in most cases. The clinical course, the surgical and complementary management, the istology and the prognosis have been analysed. Nowadays 5 yrs-survival is very low and the prognosis remains severe because of local and distant metastases, already present at laparotomy. New chances may come out from better diagnostic techniques and from new complementary chemotherapeutical associations.